INTRODUCTION TO POWER
prestige and authority of royalty must be intact if they were
to be worth having when the day came for him to be
called to personify them. A bold and rebellious prince of
the blood who might enfeeble the monarchy was in his
eyes a mere leader of faction, and must be disposed of.
But the Bishop was too cautious to fling himself into an
open fight. He had been careful to protest his loyal
devotion to Conde, and it was as a servant, a prelate, a
friend, that he must approach him: in such matters trickery-
is excusable, and even enforced by the scale of the plan
which this conduct alone can realise.
So Richelieu went to Bourges, and intoxicated Conde
with promises and protestations, having all the semblance
of loyalty beyond suspicion. In moving terms, on the
Queen's behalf, he expressed the desire to see the return
of the prince who alone could direct the royal council
and lend his authority to the Crown's decisions. Every-
thing would be in his hands. The Marshal d'Ancre and his
wife assured him that all their influence would be directed
to his strengthening; all affairs of state would be entrusted
to him, and he would be Regent in fact if not in name.
The vain and mischief-making Conde was easily won
over, and, without seeking the advice of his friends, hurried
back to Paris to take up the reins of power. Thus Richelieu
had triumphed, and in his secret heart he knew that his
victory had gone far beyond what Marie de Medici
imagined. Conde was returning because he fancied he
would hold sovereign powers: the Bishop of Lugon had
said what was necessary to convince him. And so, between
the government and himself, there was the certainty of
an immediate and recalcitrant opposition, with renewed
violence, and an inevitable crisis which would have to be
solved definitely and with vigour. The return of Conde,
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